HE purpose of this booklet 
is to help parents find a way to 
teach their boys and girls the safe 
and proper handling of sporting 
firearms. It has been prepared by 
the Sporting Arms and Ammuni- 
tion Manufacturers’ Institute, with 
the advice and counsel of authori- 
ties on the use of sporting firearms 
by the younger shooters. 


The advice it contains is based on 
actual experiences of many parents 
and youth group leaders. Read 
every page carefully even if you 
think you know “all about fire- 


arms.” 


When a boy tells his dad or mother that he 
wants a rifle for Christmas, or for his birthday, 
or for some other occasion, the answer is often 
an explosive “NO — NEVER,” or an indifferent 
“YES... I suppose it's all right.” 


Either of these answers may be wrong. What, 
then, determines when the answer should be 
“yes” and when it should be “no.” 


It’s easier to decide this question if we under- 
stand why most people like to shoot, and why 
so many millions do shoot. All the aspects of the 

i shooting sports cannot be covered 
in this booklet, but let’s review the 
phases which prompt the typical 
American youngster to say, “Pop, 
Ye can I have a gun?” 


When the Pilgrims landed on our 
shores they brought firearms with 
them for protection and to obtain 
food. Firearms were as essential to 
them as hammers, shovels, or hats. 


Our forefathers placed such high value on 
firearms that they wrote into our Constitution 
a provision that the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms shall not be infringed. 


The great saga of the winning of the West, 
of the pioneers and trail blazers, of the fight 
against wild animals and hardships, spell part 
of the great tradition and romance that is the 
heritage of our children. 


While our food supply no longer normally 
requires firearms, millions of Americans supple- 
ment their supply by annually taking about 40 
million pounds of wild game during the hunting 
season. 


There is a priceless tradition in America’s 
attitude towards firearms. It represents a free- 
dom which few nations enjoy. It lives in our 
history books and our literature. We find it in 
the movies, television, radio, and in the active 
participation by millions of Americans in the 
shooting sports. This tradition influences our sons 
and daughters to want to take an active interest 
in real guns as they grow up. 


They want to know how to handle firearms 
so they can, in greater measure, appreciate the 
exploits of Dan'l Boone and Sam Houston, and 
Buffalo Bill, and the thousands of other heroes 
who helped carve our nation out 
of the wilderness. 


This interest can develop into a 
desire to enjoy the modern types 
of shooting sports — target shooting, 
plinking, hunting — or into a desire 
to know all about how a gun works 
and what makes it shoot. It’s an 
intriguing subject and a youngster 


whose interest is aroused will someday find him- 
self with a gun in his hands. For his safety and 
that of his associates, it is your duty, as a parent, 
to be sure that he knows enough about guns to 
handle one safely. 


How old is old enough for your 
boy or girl to handle firearms? 
Usually youngsters are ready to 
start shooting when they have 
shown a sense of responsibility in 
other fields. This may be at 12, 13, 
or 14 years of age. 


How do you know when a boy 
has a sense of responsibility? Ask 
yourself some simple questions: 


Would you trust him to carry the neighbor’s 
baby across the street, or take a 20 dollar bill 
to the grocery store, or carry a really important 
and confidential message, or look after the house 
while you are away for a day? 


Your answer to these questions 
will help guide your judgment in 
the right direction. | 
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If you are not familiar with firearms, 
talk it over with someone who knows 
guns and shooting, and whose judg- 
ment you respect, preferably a mem- 
ber of a shooting club or association. 


Arrange for your boy or girl to attend 
an instruction class sponsored by a 
rifle club affiliated with the National 
Rifle Association. 


If no instruction classes are available 
in your neighborhood, ask one of your 
friends who is a competent instructor 
to help give your son or daughter the 
right start, or write for additional safe 
shooting information — see page 14. 


Buy for your boy or girl, or better still, 
have them earn the money to pur- 
chase an inexpensive but modern safe 
rifle. The first gun is usually a rifle 
because it is easier to teach basic prin- 
ciples with this type of gun. 


All rifle clubs affiliated with the National Rifle 
Association have members who are authorized 
instructors qualified to teach the safe and proper 
handling of firearms. 

The safety record for National Rifle Associa- 
tion supervised shooting for boys and girls is 
excellent. About 200,000 boys and girls under 
18 years of age take part in the National Rifle 
Association’s junior program each year. Many 
of them have never been permitted to handle a 
gun before, yet they won over 175,000 qualifica- 
tion badges and competition medals last year. 
They fire on over a thousand ranges in all parts 
of America. They learn how to handle firearms 
safely under adult supervision. This instruction 
program has been conducted since 1926 and 
over 3,000,000 teenagers have participated in 
this program. 

The National Rifle Association is not alone 
in its work with junior shooters. The 4-H Clubs, 
Future Farmers of America, American Legion, 
Boy Scouts of America, high schools and col- 
leges, and other organizations sponsor shooting 
instruction programs in cooperation with the 
association. The address of the National Rifle 
Association is 1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C. 


Completion of the instruction course does not 
mean that a boy is qualified to go target shooting 
or hunting alone. He needs adult supervision 
until he knows all the rules of safety and proper 
gun handling on the rifle range or in the woods 
and fields. 

Proper introduction to the shooting sports 
gives a boy or girl an experience that will be 
beneficial all through life. 

He will not only know how to shoot straight 
and how to handle guns with complete safety 
to himself and associates, but he will learn les- 
sons in responsibility he will never forget, as 
experienced shooting coaches can tell you. 


Lewis H. Watson, 


Junior Instructor, Everett High 
School Rifle Club, Everett, 
Washington. 


“Shooting is the one big sport that 
can be enjoyed for a whole life- 
time. The ages of active competi- 
tion shooters in our locality range 
from 12 to 70 years. Lessons 
learned in youth in safety, self- 
reliance, and fair sportsmanship 
will last, and bring a lifetime of 
enjoyment in a grand sport.” 


Gilbert B. Hunt, 


Rifle Coach, Manchester High 
School, Manchester, Con- 
necticut. 


“Training in the safe handling of 
firearms, the development of good 
sportsmanship, mental-muscular co- 
ordination, habits of good physical 
training, and emotional steadiness 
in the crises of excitement and 
competition are the aims and the 
accomplishments of the secondary 
school shooting program. No sec- 
ondary school can afford to be 
without one.” 


10 


Rex H. Dawson, 
R.O.T.C. Instructor, East High 
School, Denver, Colorado. 


“The grand sport of American rifle 
shooting is without question gain- 
ing steadily in popularity through- 
out the Rocky Mountain Region. 
I have noticed it especially in the 
last two or three years. I am very 
much in favor of promoting ritie 
shooting in high schools. It devel- 
ops character traits of self-reliance, 
clean living, carefulness, honesty 
and good sportsmanship. These 
traits are most easily acquired dur- 
ing the formative high school years 
of any boy or girl.” 


Spencer C. Scott, 
Principal, Adult Education 
Paso Robles High School, 
Paso Robles, California. 


“In my five years as coach of Rifle 
Marksmanship in California High 
Schools and in Boy Scout Camps, 
I have noticed the many benefits 
which the participants derive from 
this sport. It makes them depend- 
able, reliable, sure of themselves, 
and cooperative. No other sport 
demands such precision, coopera- 
tion, alertness, and finesse.” 
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Shooting Instruction Films are 
distributed featuring safe and 
proper handling of firearms. 
SAAMI films have been seen by 
millions of adults and boys and 
girls. About 25 minutes each. 
Kodachrome. Free rental except 


for mailing expense. 


10 Commandments of Safety 
leaflets by the millions have 
been distributed without charge. 
Supplies available on request. 


Safety Posters are distributed to 
State Fish and Game Depart- 
ments and Rifle and Sportsmen’s 
Clubs on a cooperative basis. 
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Ranger Rifle Shooting Pro- 
gram features safe and proper 
shooting activities for boy and 
girl beginners. Free targets and 
literature provided on request. 
This program is conducted in co- 
operation with the National Rifle 
Association. 


Instruction Booklets on how to 
shoot safely are distributed to 
adult and youth organizations 
and individuals. Most of these 
booklets are available without 
charge. Details and samples pro- 
vided on request. 
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Safety Notices are printed on 
packages of ammunition pro- 


duced by member companies to 
assure proper use of cartridges 
and shotgun shells. Special no- 
tices are printed directly on cer- 
tain shotgun shells to remind 
shooters of proper use. 


Special Safety Practices are fol- 
lowed by member companies in 


production of sporting firearms 


and ammunition for the protec- 
=] tion of shooters and to assure 
N SHOTGUN F š 

a maximum safe operation and 


performance. 


“Safe Shooting” Service IS pro- 
vided upon request to organi- 


zations desiring advice and 
counsel on club formation, range 


construction, operation, etc. 


MEMBERS 


SPORTING ARMS AND AMMUNITION 
MANUFACTURERS’ INSTITUTE 
New York 


E. I. du PONT de NEMOURS & CO., INC. 
Wilmington 98, Delaware 


FEDERAL CARTRIDGE CORPORATION 
Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
HERCULES POWDER COMPANY 
Wilmington 99, Delaware 


THE HIGH STANDARD MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 
Hamden 14, Connecticut 


ITHACA GUN COMPANY, INC. 
Ithaca, New York 


THE MARLIN FIREARMS COMPANY 
New Haven 2, Conn. 


O. F. MOSSBERG & SONS, INC. 
New Haven 5, Conn. 


PETERS CARTRIDGE DIVISION 


Remington Arms Company, Inc. 
Bridgeport 2, Conn. 


REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, INC. 
Bridgeport 2, Conn. 


SAVAGE ARMS CORPORATION 
Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts 


THE L. C. SMITH GUN COMPANY 
Division of The Marlin Firearms Company 
New Haven, Connecticut. 

WESTERN CARTRIDGE COMPANY 
Division of Olin Industries, Inc. 

East Alton, Illinois 
WINCHESTER REPEATING ARMS COMPANY 


Division of Olin Industries, Inc. 
New Haven 4, Conn. 


TEN COMMANDMENTS 
OF SAFETY 


Treat every gun with the respect due a loaded 
gun. This is the first rule of gun safety. 


Guns carried into camp or home, or when other- 
wise not in use, must always be unloaded, and 
taken down Of have actions open; guns always 


should be carried in cases to the shooting area: 


Always be sure barrel and action are clear of 
obstructions, and that you have only ammunition 
of the proper size for the gun you are carrying. 


Remove oil and grease from chamber before firing. 


Always carry your gun SO that you can control the 
direction of the muzzle, even if you stumble; 


keep the safety on until you are ready to shoot. 


Be sure of your target before you pull the 
trigger; know the identifying features Of the game 


you intend to hunt. 


Never point a gun af anything you do not want 
to shoot; avoid all horseplay while handling a gun- 
Unattended guns should be unloaded; guns and 
ammunition should be stored separately beyond 


reach of children and careless aduits. 


Never climb a tree or fence or jump 4 ditch 
with a loaded gun; never pull a gun toward you 


by the muzzle. 
Never shoot 4 bullet at a fiat, hard surface or 


the surface of wa.er; when at target practice, be 


sure your backstop is adequate. 


Avoid alcoholic drinks before OF during shooting. 


